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Phebe Banks was born on Limasawa Island, Philippines.  Limasawa is known as being the site of the first Roman Catholic mass 

in the Philippines in 1521. Phebe grew up in different places because her father is an independent Baptist evangelist and church 

planter. On October 25, 1972, eleven year old Phebe heard “a powerful message from my Dad during prayer meeting.” She            

repented and trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Savior that wonderful day! The following December 5, Phebe, whose 

life verse is Galatians 2:20,  followed the Lord in scriptural baptism at Fair Haven Fundamental Baptist Church in Limasawa, “the 

second church my Dad planted in our home place.” With a Bachelor of Science in Education (mathematics major), Phebe now 

works as the lead teacher of Kids’ Choice Academy in Egg Harbor Township. Born and raised in Nutley, NJ, Greg Banks                 

attended Rutgers University. He moved to Atlantic County in 1980, living in Brigantine and Ventnor before finally settling in           

Galloway. Greg recalls, “I worked in various industries including casino, sales and investments, before starting my own             

company, Angel Alliance Caregivers, a home care agency.” He testifies that “the idea for the business came from a very bad 

experience our family had with home care for my mom when she was ill.” Greg, whose favorite Bible verse is Joel 2:25, received 

the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior as a 32 year old in 1990, at a previous pastor’s home 

and was baptized in 1997 at a pastor’s home in Port Republic. The Banks met through a friend in 

May, 2010, and were married on March 31, 2012, at the Colony Chapel at America’s Keswick in            

Whiting, NJ. They have four children: Yancy, Steven, Rebecca, and Dillon. The Banks believe that 

“God led us to Mainland Baptist Church after a long time praying for a church.” After a google 

search, they “felt led to move from our previous place of worship at that time.” Like so many other 

visitors to Mainland Baptist, the Banks “found Mainland to be a friendly church and we felt very           

welcome.” They enjoy attending the services, fellowships and the choir. Greg and Phebe Banks 

praise God for leading them to Mainland Baptist Church. 

MBC Bookstore  

A Word to the Wise –Practical Advice from               
the Book of Proverbs 

In this power-packed daily devotional, each page shares a 
nugget of wisdom from the book of Proverbs. Written for the 
practically-minded Christian, each reading concludes with a 
distilled truth that you can immediately apply to your life. Let 
God's wisdom from the book of Proverbs equip you for the 

challenges of your daily life. ($14.95 - hardcover)  

“ ...by the word of God which liveth and abideth               
for ever.” - 1 Peter 1:23b 

Mainland Lighthouse 

By Pastor Dean Bult  

Events 
Upcoming  
10.2 CBA Fundraiser begins  

10.9  CBA-No School-            

         Columbus Day  

10.11  Absecon Manor                  

          Ministry  

10.12  Pastors and Deacons  

           Meeting  

10.13  CBA-No School-Staff   

           Retreat 

10.13-14  Staff Retreat  

10.15  Nations Sunday  

10.22  Harvest Sunday  

10.22-25 Child Evangelist    

               Tricky Ricky  

10.29  Round-Up Sunday  

10.31  Family Fun Night  

Psalm 90:10 says God gives humans an average lifespan of 70 years.  If one          
reaches 71 he is beating the average.  Yet these years are full of strength labor 
and sorrow; and they are soon cut off and we fly away.  The Lord gives humans 
these years to figure out whether that time is eternity of existence for them or just 
the down payment of existence for eternity.  Even though these years go quickly 
by, many build their existence only within this short time frame.  Many are 
blessed during their lives to have an education, career, home and family, and 
other material benefits.  Some are so enthused with the opportunities of this life 
that they have no time for the worship of their Creator.  Many ignore, deny, or  
disavow His existence so they can be accountable only to self.  Satan, the father 
of lies, has his own methods of getting people to be blinded to God’s truths until 
they are in eternity. 
 

As we experience October and another beautiful fall, this is all many have.  They        
experience another year come and gone and then the beauty of the first snowfall.  
The born again Christian realizes this gift of life is only the down payment for 
eternity.  Through Christ, who died for our sins and rose from the grave, we      
receive eternal life in Heaven and an eternity of worshipping Him in a wonderful 
world that is sin free.  Therefore, we Christians view our time on earth differently, 
and we live our lives with an eternal perspective.  If there is any hope of our  
gaining an eternal perspective during our short lives, it surely must begin by       
focusing and thriving on the Word of God which lives and abides forever (I Peter 
1:23).  “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy         
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” (I Peter 2:5).  “Only one life,’ twill soon be past, Only what’s done for 
Christ will last” (Poem by C.T. Studd (1860 – 1931).  Studd was a famous British 
cricketer and missionary to China, India, and Africa. 



youth ministry  

Wednesday Gym Nights  

@7:00 pm  
 

We will be going to a local gym for a time 
of fun, fellowship, and a devotional. So 

bring your Bible and invite friends!  

Celebrating all Fall                 
Birthdays! 

(September, October, November)  

Sunday, November 6 
@ 9:30 am 

  

You will need:  
2 cups baking soda 
1 cup corn flour 
1.5 cups water 
1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
Food coloring - Suggested red or green  
1 Tablespoon cinnamon 
1 Tablespoon All spice  
Or Essential Oils can be used  

-Add all the ingredients to a pot except for the spices, the spices 
get added last while kneading! 
-If you would like to add food coloring-add it to the water before you 
start cooking-it is so much easier this way rather then kneading it at 
the end.  
-Stir well before cooking. The corn flour will initially be hard to stir, 
but it will all come together and turn into a runny liquid. 
-Put it onto the stove and cook until it turns into a thick mush  and 
becomes really hard to stir. 
-It  will still  be alittle more sticky than the play dough will end up 
once its cooled and kneaded. 
-Set aside for a few minutes and knead when cool enough to touch. 
-At this point if you would like to add in apple pie spice-then add in 
the spice and knead further.  
-This playdough can be stored in a plastic zip lock bag in the fridge.  

In His parable of the sower in Luke 8, Jesus clearly teaches that the seed is the Word of God, and specifically, the gospel.  In 1 Peter 1:23, Peter says that we are saved of   
incorruptible seed, calling it again the seed of the Word of God, and specifically, the seed is the gospel. The spiritual application that every Christian should be involved in is the 
task of sowing the seed of the Word of God.  The labor of the sower who goes forth involves tears as well. Doing something of great significance has never been easy.  Nothing 
great has ever been accomplished by someone looking for the easy way out.  Great things are accomplished with great effort, labor, pain, sacrifice, trials, setbacks, sweat, blood, 
and, yes, TEARS.   
Let me make something very clear:  compared to the life of the wicked, the Christian life is easy.  If the Christian life is difficult, then the life of the wicked is impossible. Proverbs 
13:15 says that the way of transgressors is hard.  It is hard because its end is destruction. I am not saying that the life of the Christian is burdensome.  Let me be clear. There is 
not another way of life in the world that brings more joy than that of the true child of God. The Christian life is a joyful life, but it is not an easy life.  As you get involved in the work 
of the Lord, in bearing the precious seed, be assured that difficult times will come.  If you serve the Lord, sooner or later, you will have sorrow and a broken heart.  Why?  Satan 
realizes that he has lost what he considered to be his, and as you go forth and sow the seed, there will be tears.  
The sower who sows the seed is involved in a work.  That means that the sower will become weary, he will have to put forth effort and will sometimes experience pain as well, 
and yes, at times, tears.  However, do you think that those who do not sow the precious seed weep?  Do you think that those who do not win souls have problems in their 
lives?  Do those who do not serve God live a life of ease without any difficulties? 1 Peter 3:17 says, “For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for 
evil doing.”  The truth is, everyone suffers.  What do you prefer—to suffer for doing evil or doing good?  In Psalms 126, the Word of God says that he “goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed.” Who takes the precious seed?  Those who carry the gospel to the lost, the missionary, the soul winner, the bus worker, the Sunday School teacher, 
those who obey God’s call to reach the world with the gospel. 
I do not believe that a Christian can learn to be the Christian he ought to be without learning how to weep.  Every Christian whom God uses greatly has had some difficulties.  He 
has had some affliction.  He has wept some tears. You will not be the Christian you ought to be until you have had a burden that you can only share with God. 
Your relationship with God will not be what it should be until you have had a burden, some affliction, some suffering, some difficulties, and yes, some tears. These will bring you 
to your knees before your loving Father.  We learn things during our time of affliction that we do not learn any other time in our Christian life. In Psalms 126:5-6 we are given a 
crucial principle for the   Christian life. Without this principle, I do not believe you will make it in your Christian walk.  You will want to give up.  You will want to resign your place in 
the work of the Lord if you do not apply this biblical principle in your life. The principle is  “He goeth forth and weepeth.” He weeps and continues going.   These are not only tears 
of compassion.  I believe every Christian needs to have compassion.  Jesus had compassion, but these are not only tears of compassion.  They are also tears of sadness, of 
affliction, of hardship.  
He weeps, and in his weeping, he keeps on going.  Hardships come; sorrow comes; tears come; and the sower just keeps on going forth, weeping, but he continues going forth 
and continues sowing through the tears. One of the keys to the Christian life is found in this simple truth in this passage: going and weeping.  Keep going despite the tears.  We 
must learn to weep and keep going at the same time. Sorrow comes, and you keep going forth bearing precious seed as you keep on going.  Do not allow your tears to 
disrupt your walk.  Do not allow the tears to stop you.  
 

 Walk with God. 

 Stay close to your family. 

 Stay close to your pastor. 
 

Only those who keep going during the hard times will come back rejoicing! The tears will come either way. However, those who keep going and sowing will come back with 
something to rejoice about, because they kept going forth, weeping, bearing precious seed!  

 Stay close to your church. 

 And keep sowing the seed, even when the tears come.  

 Keep walking during your weeping times. 

“He That Goeth Forth and Weepeth,                 

Bearing Precious Seed” by David Sloan 

Devotional 
Thought 

 

Birthdays &                        
Anniversaries 

 

 

New Adult Bible Study Series  

 

Family Fun Night  
Tuesday, October 31

st
 

From 6:00-8:00 pm  

All kids 6th grade and younger are invited to 
dress up in appropriate costumes, for a fun time 

of games and CANDY!!!!  

Ultimate Gift Collection Fundraiser  
Begins October 2nd through October 16 

We will be accepting orders for our Gift Collection 
fundraiser. If you are interested in purchasing some 

items please see a CBA parent or student at the table 
after each service.  

 

CBA receives 50% of all donations made.  
All orders will be in by Thanksgiving!  

10.1  Brian Osbourne, Sr.  
10.3  Sally Watson 
         Rachel Patrick 
         Alberto Bastidas 
         Nicole Warriner  
10.5  Dave Wescott 
10.6  John & Connie Baals 
10.9  Kalilou & Sue Ellen Dembele  
10.14  Karen Grace 
10.16  Ben Oguntuase  
10.18  James Aboderin  

10.19  Yva Dieudonne 
10.21  Jessica Dagene 
10.23  Carlene Herzig 
10.24  Joe Marchese 
           Ben & Mary Oguntuase 
           Ken & Pam Shepherd  
10.27  Magdalene Dick  
10.28  Dennis & Paula Powers 
10.29  Maritza Mercado  

Begins, October 8 @ 9:30am  

A revolution back to the Bible 
brings us face to face with the 

command of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to go into “all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every            

creature.” This book moves from 
the “why” to the “how” of personal 
evangelism. This book asks the 

question: “How can we ever          
expect to evangelize the world 
without engaging in aggressive 

personal evangelism?” 


